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Introduction 

 

 

 Household bottles are those used mainly for edible liquids 
and solids. But this section includes, under the general heading 
Household Bottles, other types excluding alcoholic beverages and 
carbonated drinks. 

 Before the days of canning and deep-freezing, fruits and 
vegetables were preserved in vinegar, as pickles, or in sugar syrup, 
as jams and preserves. Glass bottles also 
served as containers for dried substances such 
as mustard seeds and pepper. 

 Bottles for salad oil and table vinegar 
were made attractive as they found a place on 
the dinner table. A distinctive series of bottles 
were those made to contain poisonous 
substances. The collection has some in cobalt 

blue glass. Bottles for medicines and 
perfumes are other types that are 
figured and described. A notable 
absence in the collection are ink bottles.  
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Household Bottles 

Bottle for undetermined substance 

Catalogue #166 
European, 19th century 

 

A tall, milk bottle-like container in aqua 
tinted glass, with uniformly distributed 
tiny bubbles and a few large elliptical 
ones. 
Three-part mould blown with an applied 
lip of simple form - rounded upper bead 
with a squared string rim. Body 
cylindrical, sloping, rounded shoulders, a 
wide neck with slight taper upwards. 
Base shallow concave with a central mark 
that looks like a ground-down pontil scar. 
Mould seam very prominent. Standing 
base rounded.  
An under-water find. Purchased from the 
Lighthouse Man on 13.2.2002. 
 

Bottle height 28 cm, body diameter 7.7 to 8.7 cm (base to shoulder), neck diam. 5.2 to 4.5 cm (base to 
lip), Lip diam. 3.6 internal 5.0 cm external. 
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Household Bottles 

Early Pickle Bottle 

Catalogue #061 
European, 19th century 

     Purchased in Galle 
Square bodied, four-panelled, wide-
mouthed bottle with laid-on lip. Inner 
surface coated with corrosion products 
indicating U/W find.  
    Aqua tinted glass with many small & 
large bubbles. Two-part mould with post 
bottom (mould seams on diagonal 
corners.) Sides with raised rectangular 
panels, neck round. Base concave 
containing a registration diamond that 
has not been deciphered. 
    Circa 1850. 
See 'Australian Bottle Price Guide' p. 14 
#7 & p. 46 [registration diamonds]. 
 

Bottle height 19.4 cm, maximum bodywidth6.7 cm. Drawing of the underside showing the 
registration diamond. 
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Household Bottles 

Household bottle: possibly for pickles. 

Catalogue #077 
European, 19th century 

 Wide-mouthed, 2-part mould blown 
bottle with post bottom and laid-on lip. 
Aqua tinted glass. Body cylindrical, 
shoulders rounded, moderately long 
neck, lip laid-on, flattened side.  
Base shallow concave with embossing: J K 
& S / W / 227 
 

 

Bottle height 20.3 cm, maximum body diameter 7.8 cm, neck 
diameter 4.3 cm. 

Base of bottle. 
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Household Bottles 

Household bottle for dry powdered condiments. 

Catalogue #076 
European, 19th century 

 Household bottle for dry powder 
(chocolate powder, mustard, snuff etc*). 
Wide mouthed, 2-part mould blown 
bottle with laid-on lip. Glass green tinted 
with large bubbles. Body rectangular with 
concave chamfered edges, shoulders 
rounded, sloping, neck short and round, 
lip laid-on, rounded. Base with shallow 
oval concavity and diagonally placed 
mould seam that runs inconspicuously up 
two edges. 
 - *Doreen Beck p. 82. 

 

Bottle height 15.8 cm, body width6.9 cm, neck diameter 3.1 
cm. 

Base of bottle and base profile.   
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Household Bottles 

A Sauce Bottle 

Catalogue #165 
European, mid-18th century 

 

    Purchased in Galle from the Lighthouse 
man. 
    A household bottle, likely used for 
sauce. 
    Aqua glass with numerous tiny 
bubbles. Thick sediment deposit only 
partially cleaned with dilute HCl and 
bleach. 
    Two-part mould blown, the seams 
along two diagonally opposing edges. 
Body horizontal hexagonal, wider than 
deep. Shoulders rounded, sloping to a 
long, narrow neck tapering up. Applied lip 
with straight sides, string rim below. Post 
bottom, with a central, depressed 
rectangle. An under-water find. 
 

Bottle height 19.5 cm, maximum body width 5.95 cm, lip external diam. 2.2 cm. 
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Household Bottles 

Bottles for salad oils and vinegar 

Catalogue #131 
European, 19th century 

     Fluted aqua salad oil/vinegar 
purchased from Udara Antiques for Rs. 
1000/- in December 2005. 
    In good condition, not scored or 
abraded. Glass lightly tinted green with 
numerous small and tiny bubbles. 
    Two-part, full height mould with post 
bottom; laid-on neck, fire polished lip, 
neatly finished. Lip thick, to take a tight-
fitting cork. Base indented with shallow 
embossed figures "909" at the centre. 
 

 

Bottle height 22 cm, body width at shoulder5.7 cm, at base 
5.1 cm. 

Lip (top left); Base (bottom right).   
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Household Bottles 

Bottles for salad oils and vinegar 

Catalogue #114 
European, 19th century 

 Household, oil/vinegar.  
    Purchased in Galle from the Lighthouse 
man: 3 bottles for Rs. 2000/- in January 
2005. 
10 oz whirley salad oil/vinegar (Ref. 
Australian Bottle Price Guide p. 12).  
Clear glass, small & medium bubbles, lip 
applied very neatly. 
Late 19th to early 20th century 
 

 

Bottle height 28.6 cm, body width 5.6 cm.   Base.   
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Household Bottles 

A Pharmacy Bottle for poisonous substances 

Catalogue #119 
European, late 19th- early 20thcentury 

 Purchased in Unawatuna (Udara 
Antiques) in February, 2005. 
    A Cobalt-blue glass pharmacy bottle for 
poison. 
A beautiful bottle in very good condition 
with only a few surface scratches and 
clean interior. A scattering of small and 
medium sized bubbles. Well-made and 
neatly finished. 
Two-part mould blown with post bottom. 
Body tapers down, shoulders sloping, 
short neck. Neatly applied lip: patent 
type (Park's Glossary p. 81) but with 
rounded edge atop a tall collar that joins 
the neck. The 
whole finish 
about as long as 
the neck. Bore 
smooth and 
tapering but not 
ground.  
Base shallow 
concave with 
embossed "T / 20" indicating 20 ounces.  

Bottle height 24.2 cm, body width 7.7-7.0 cm,  
neck diam. 2.8 cm, lip internal diam. 2.0 cm. 
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Household Bottles 

A Poison jar 

Catalogue #120 
European, 19th century 

 

Purchased Unawatuna (Udara Antiques) in 
February, 2005. 
    Purplish-blue glass wide-mouthed square poison 
jar. Bubbles small, medium and very large. 
    A square jar with a wide mouth topped by a 
narrow, applied lip consisting of two-part string 
rim - upper rounded, lower sloping. 
    Body square with chamfered edges and sagging 
sides. Side panels with arched tops. Shoulders 
circular in section sloping to lip with no distinct 
neck. Mould seams on diagonal edges and up 
shoulders to lip. Cup bottom with chamfered 
bottom edges, wide standing rim and small circular 
concave centre with embossed figures "783". 
Inside layer of opalescence, flaking; outside with 
deep scratches, barnacle bases and eroded 
patches consistent with an undersea find - 
probably Galle Harbour.  

 

Bottle height 17.9 cm, body width at shoulder 7.6 cm, 
standing base 6.5 cm, lip external diam. 4.5, internal 3.3 cm. 

Base   
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Household Bottles 

A poison bottle. 

Catalogue #124 
European, late 19thto early 20thcentury 

 

    Purchased in Unawatuna (Udara Antiques) 
Cobalt blue glass, hexagonal, embossed poison bottle. Three 
front panels plain, embossed (at left), rear panels ribbed (at 
right). Two-part mould with post bottom. Neck and lip finish 
uncertain: ? hand finished neck and lip. (Neck seam grooved, 
curved at top, extending partially onto lip that is not applied: 
fire polished?). Standing rim flat with central concavity. May 
be machine made and hand finished. 
Embossing: (Arrowhead) / POISON 
Slight depressed circle - for label? 

 
 
 

Bottle height 22.6 cm, body width 7.6 cm.   
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Household Bottles 

A Medicine Bottle (Hair Restorer) 

Catalogue #111 
USA, 19thcentury 

 

    Purchased in Galle from Karunanayake 
Bros. for Rs. 300/- in November 2004. 
19th cent. medicine bottle - Hair restorer. 
Four panel mould with embossed 
lettering. Opalescent glass, body 
horizontal rectangular, embossing on 3 
panels. The neck applied to the body and 
so is the lip. 
A. GRIMM'S / REJUVENATOR FOR THE 
HAIR / SAN FRANCISCO. 
 
Drawing 
showing the 
embossing on 
two of the 
panels. The 
third panel 
has the words 
‘San Francisco’ 
 
 
 
 
 

Bottle height 17.2 cm, body width 5.8x4.2 cm. 
 

The fourth panel is blank. 
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Household Bottles 

Toilet water/Perfume bottle 

Catalogue #141 
UK, 19th century 

 Purchased Unawatuna (Udara Antiques) in 
November, 2007 for Rs. 1000/- 

Perfume, clear glass, embossed lettering. 
Body formed in two-part mould with post 
bottom; the neck applied; the lip laid on. 
Would probably have had a ground glass 
stopper. 
Body horizontal oval, shoulders squared, neck 
cylindrical, tapered down with rounded 
beading at neck/body junction, lip flanged, 
base indented oval. Lettering embossed on 
one side in 4 lines, the top and bottom lines 
arched: <J. GROSSMITH / & SON / 
PERFUMERS / LONDON>. The numerals 
<2116> embossed on the base. 

 

 

Bottle height 8.9 cm, body width 4.6x3.4 cm, lip external 
diam. 2.6, internal 1.14 cm. Capacity 40 ml. 

Base   
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