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     Codd’s bottles have been described in the introduction. They can be easily recognised by the restrained 
marble at the base of the neck. The marble is held in place by a constriction below and two internal lugs above. 
Older bottles had no internal lugs, making pouring difficult. They come in a variety of colours—from colourless 
to shades of pale blue and green.  

     The first bottle in the gallery below is a hybrid—a cross between the round-bottomed Hamiltons and the 
marble-containing Codd’s bottles. 
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A HYBRID BOTTLE 

Hybrid Hamilton-Codd’s bottle          No recorded provenance 

Embossed                                                                 Catalogue #167  
East London, UK 

 

     Aqua glass Codd-neck egg, the exterior chipped and scored. Embossed, the letters quite weathered but legible. The 
body is torpedo or egg-shaped, the base tapering, rounded. Shoulder constricted; two dimples define the internal lugs 
forming the marble restraint. Neck tapers to an applied lip finish. 
The glass with many bubbles—small and long elliptical.  

     Four-part mould blown: two seams on either side of the body 
continuing round the base. A horizontal seam just below the 
shoulder; two seams on either side of the shoulder and neck up to 
the lip finish. 

     Embossing: <HEARLE & Co> in arch above; <EAST LONDON> in reversed arch below; <THA> horizontal in middle. 

     An underwater find purchased in Galle—a number of barnacle bases outside and inside. 

Bottle height 22.6 cm, maximum body diameter 7 cm, lip diam. ext. 2.6 cm, int. 1.6 cm. 
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Codd’s Bottles 

Codd’s bottle, aqua, moulded.                                   4.1.2003 

Catalogue #001 
European, 19th century 

 

     Codd's bottle - aqua glass. Full height 
two-part mould, applied lip, cup bottom. 
Base with circular shallow flat indentation. 
Many elongated bubbles. 

     Embossed lettering weathered, barely 
decipherable, the outside scratched, the 
inside scoured to 'ground glass' consistent 
with an under-sea find. 

     Embossed lettering: 

in arch above -  

<CODD'S BOTTLE> 

 in arch below just above the base -  

<EXTRA STRONG GLASS> 

 on underside of base - <12 oz> 

 

     Purchased from the Lighthouse man for 
Rs 500/- 

Bottle height 24 cm, maximum body diameter 6.9 cm, neck diameter 3.5 cm, lip internal diameter 1.6 cm. 
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Codd’s Bottles 

Codd's bottle. Pale green glass, moulded                 9.5.1992.                          
Catalogue #069 

Made in Germany, 19th century 

      Codd's bottle - pale green glass. Full 
height two-part mould, cup bottom, 
applied lip. Base with circular flat 
indentation.  Very few tiny bubbles. 

     In very good condition, no scratches or 
other evidence of burying or being on the 
seabed. 

     Embossed lettering: 

in arch above -  
<A. E. JIWANJEE> 

 horizontal across middle-  

<COLOMBO> 

 in arch below above base in two lines -  

<EXTRA STRONG> 
<MADE IN GERMANY> 

  
     Purchased from the Lighthouse man for 
Rs 200/- 

Bottle height 22.5 cm, body diameter 6.7 cm, neck diameter 3.35 cm, lip internal diameter 1.5 cm. 
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Codd’s Bottles 

Codd's bottle. Pale blue glass                                    9.5.1992.                          
Catalogue #070 

European, mid-18th century 

Close-up showing the restrained 
marble. 

    Codd's bottle - pale blue glass. Full 
height two-part mould, cup bottom, 
applied lip. Base with circular flat 
indentation. Very few tiny bubbles. 

     Not embossed. 

     In very good condition, lightly 
scratched. No evidence of burying or 
being on the seabed. 

 
 

Bottle height 24 cm, maximum body width 7.1 cm, neck diameter 3.7 cm, lip internal diameter 1.5 cm. 
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Codd’s Bottles 

Codd's bottle. Embossed clear glass                       9.5.1992.                          
Machine-made                                                 Catalogue # s. n. 

London, 20th century 

  

 

    Codd's bottle - clear glass. Full height two-
part mould, cup bottom, applied lip. Base with 
circular flat indentation. Very few tiny 
bubbles. In very good condition, lightly 
scratched.  Gifted by Cedric Martenstyn 

 Embossed: 

A shield-shaped logo embodying the octagon 
of the Temple of the Tooth surmounted by a 
lion; Arch above: <KANDY ICE COMPANY> 
Reverse arch below: <KANDY> 
To either side: <TRADE      MARK> 

On the reverse above the base, the first 
line arched, the last line reverse arched: 

<WM BARNARD>  
<& SONS> 

<LTD> 
<LONDON>  

On the indented base 
<7oz/227 C> 

The Kandy Ice Company is mentioned in a commercial website that gives its 
business as general trading, unconnected with aerated water or ice 
production. A request for information about its origin and previous soft drink 
business is yet to be answered. 5.6.2020.  

Bottle height 24 cm, maximum body width 7.1 cm, neck diameter 3.7 cm, lip internal diameter 1.5 cm. 
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Codd’s Bottles 

Green glass Banta bottle                                         20.1.2007                          
Catalogue #142 

India - contemporary 20th century 

 A blue glass marble still in place 
against the rubber washer. 

    Codd's bottle (Banta bottle in India) - green 
glass with contents (Banta soda).   
Purchased in south India by Lakshman Perera 
in the nineteen-nineties, where they were still 
in everyday use. 

     Dark green glass with few bubbles. Full 
height two-part mould with cup bottom. 
Applied lip finish.  

     Embossed letters: 

     Arch, just above the base <DECO> 

     On the opposite side <VV> 

     On the base as below  

 

Bottle height 21 cm, maximum body width 6.4 cm, neck diameter 3.4 cm, lip finish 3.7 - 3 cm tapered up, internal 
diameter 1.5 cm. 
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MOULD BLOWN CROWN CORK SEAL SODA 

Aqua glass soda with post bottom and applied crown seal lip 

Catalogue #132  
Belfast, N. Ireland, 4th qtr. 19th century 

 

     Aqua glass, 2-part mould with applied 
lip. Embossed:  
     Arch above in two lines:  

<Wm CORRY & Co Ltd’ / REGISTERED> 
     Below, a Griffin with wings spread over 
a crown, straddling the crown <TRADE 
MARK>, at the bottom <BELFAST>. 
     On the reverse, arched banner 
enclosing <CORRY>, below <BELFAST>. On 
the shallow indented base a large script 
<C>, and below that <C S & C L>, the last 
letter being indistinct. 
 
Purchased at Unawatuna in Galle 
1.5.2005. 

Wm. Corry publicity handbills (c. 1870 - 1890) 
from the Internet. 

Bottle height 23.4 cm, body diameter 6.6 - 6.4 cm, lip external diameter 2.6 cm.     CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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MOULD BLOWN CROWN CORK SEAL SODA 

Catalogue #132 - continued  
Belfast, N. Ireland, 4th qtr. 19th century 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Photographed with transmitted light. 
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FLAT-BOTTOMED EGGS 

 

 The three bottles that follow are in the style of “flat-bottomed eggs”. The body of the bottle is egg-
shaped, but with a flat bottom so that the bottle could stand upright. Unfortunately, the upper portions of two 
of them are missing so it is not possible to say whether they had hand-applied lip finishes or whether the bottles 
were made in fully automated bottle-making machines. One bottle that is complete is definitely machine-
made. All three bottles are embossed with the words “The New Colombo Ice Co” or “Pure Ice and Aerated 
Water Manufactory”. Both the Pure Ice and Aerated Water Manufactory bottles have a fountain logo and the 
legend “Fountain Brand”. 

     The Colombo Ice Company was established in 1866. Its first premises were located on Glennie 
Street, Slave Island and its popular local name 'Ice Kompaniya' was used locally to identify the area as 
Kompaniveediya. The first manager of the company, Arthur Kurt Von Possner, introduced aerated water with 
the distinctive "Elephant" trademark on the bottles, which later gave the name "Elephant House". The 
company initially produced two types of carbonated drinks: soda and lemonade. The company went into 
liquidation sometime after 1880. It was bought up by a syndicate that re-named the enterprise the New 
Colombo Ice Company on 8 May 1894. 

 In December of 1928, the company purchased a smaller rival, the Pure Ice and Aerated Water 
Manufactory. In 1941, the New Colombo Ice Company changed its name to Ceylon Cold Stores Limited. 

 

 

- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceylon_Cold_Stores 

Arnold Wright, 1999. Twentieth century impressions of Ceylon: its history, people, commerce, industries, and 
resources. Asian Educational Services, New Delhi, 1999; Vijitha Yapa, Colombo, 2016. 
Page 484 - Pure Ice and Aerated Water Manufactory. Photos of factory and write-up. 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slave_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerated_water
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FLAT-BOTTOMED EGGS 

Flat-bottomed egg-shaped mineral, machine made?   18.3.1995 

Catalogue #168  
London, 20th century 

      Dug up from a land site in Colombo, 
gifted by Chris Gunatilleke. 

     Aerated water bottle with the lip 
missing - therefore unable to date/classify 
accurately. Aqua glass, very thick, 
especially the bottom, the occasional 
bubble, heavily pitted. Two mould seams 
either side, post bottom.  
 
Embossed in three lines along the long axis:  

<THE PROPERTY OF> 
<THE NEW COLOMBO>  

 <ICE Co>  
Above the base in three lines: arch above, 
horizontal, reverse arch below 

<WM BARNARD>  
<& SONS> 

<LONDON>  
  

 Embossed at the edge of the circular 
depressed base: 784 

Note: The New Colombo Ice Co. was 
established in May 1894 and remained so until 
1941 when the name was changed to Ceylon 
Cold Stores. 

Bottle height 25+ cm, maximum body diameter 8.1 cm, neck 2.8 cm, base 4.35 cm.       



14 
 

FLAT-BOTTOMED EGGS 

Flat-bottomed egg-shaped mineral, machine made?   22.1.1989 

Catalogue #050  
Germany, 19th century  

      Galle Harbour ''Pipe Wreck'' site, by 
diving. 

     Aerated water bottle with the lip 
missing - therefore unable to date/classify 
accurately. Aqua glass, very thick, 
especially the bottom, containing 
bubbles, heavily pitted. Two mould seams 
either side, post bottom.  
Embossed:  
a fountain within a circle, arch above  

<FOUNTAIN BRAND> 
 in three lines below  

<PURE ICE AND AERATED WATER>  
<MANUFACTORY>  

<MADE IN GERMANY>  
(last line in small capitals) 

  

 

  

Bottle height 19+ cm, maximum body diameter 7.8 cm, base 4.5 cm.       
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FLAT-BOTTOMED EGGS 

Machine-made crown cork seal amber                 4.1.2003 
aerated water                                                        Catalogue #003 

England, 20th century 

 

     Purchased in Galle, probably dug up 
from a land site. 

     An amber glass bottle, the shape 
similar to #050 with intact lip showing the 
crown cork finish. A few scattered large 
and small bubbles. 

Embossed with the Fountain logo: 

a fountain within a circle, arch above  
<FOUNTAIN BRAND> 

 in FOUR lines below  
<PURE ICE AND AERATED WATER>  

<MANUFACTORY>  
<SLAVE ISLAND COLOMBO> 

<MADE IN ENGLAND>  
 On the reverse above the base, the first 
line arched, the last line reverse arched: 

<WM BARNARD>  
<& SONS> 

<LTD> 
<LONDON>  

On the depressed circular base: 
<8oz> 

 

 Bottle height 18.7 cm, maximum body diameter 6.9 cm, neck 2.6 cm, lip int. diam. 2.5 cm, base 4.2 cm.       
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