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TIBIA SHELLS and CONCHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ROSTELLARIIDAE, SERAPHSIDAE, STROMBIDAE 

Tibia shells and Conchs 

 

 The Rostellariidae and Seraphsidae were split from the family Strombidae in which they were originally placed. The 

following description is common to all three; differences are highlighted.  

 

 Shell thick and solid, with a relatively large body whorl and variable shape. Aperture elongated, with a well-marked 

siphonal canal. Inner lip covered by a glossy callus, with a nearly straight columella. Outer lip generally thickened and often 

flaring in adult specimens, sometimes winged or digitate. A distinct notch present along the anterior margin of the outer lip 

(stromboid notch). No umbilicus. Operculum thick and corneous, claw-like, narrowly elliptical with a sharp, terminal nucleus, 

and often serrated along one edge. Head bearing complex eyes with highly coloured iris, on top of long stalks.  

 Mainly living in shallow water, on sandy, muddy or rubble bottoms or on seagrass beds. Very active, using their narrow 

foot and strong operculum in a leaping locomotion and as a defensive tactic. Mostly herbivores, browsing on delicate algae, or 

swallowing sand and detritus to digest the decomposing plant matter. 

 Among the shell characters, the anterior notch on the outer flaring lip of the aperture usually distinguishes this family 

from other ones. Terebellum terebellum (Seraphsidae), the only species with atypical shell characters, can be recognized by its 

stromboid anatomical features (in particular, the stalked eyes with highly coloured iris). The Rostellariidae have tapering shells 

and narrow, prolonged siphonal protuberances, short or very long. The shells are smooth and glossy or with low sculpturing. 

 (Poutiers, 1998 p. 462) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of species 

 Family: Rostellariidae Gabb, 1868 Tibia shells 
    1. Rostellariella delicatula (G. Nevill, 1881) 
   2. Tibia insulaechorab Röding, 1798 
    3. Varicospira cancellata (Lamarck, 1816) 
 
 Family: Seraphsidae Gray, 1853 Terebellum conchs 
   1. Terebellum terebellum (Linnaeus, 1758) 
 
 Family: Strombidae Rafinesque, 1815 Conchs 

   1. Canarium erythrinum (Dillwyn, 1817) 
   2. Canarium klineorum (Abbott, 1960) 
   3. Canarium mutabile (Swainson, 1821) 
   4. Conomurex decorus (Röding, 1798) 
   5. Conomurex luhuanus (Linnaeus, 1758) 
   6. Dolomena plicata sibbaldi (G.B. Sowerby II,  
         1842) 
   7. Dolomena pulchella (Reeve, 1851) 
   8. Doxander vittatus (Linnaeus, 1758) 
 
    
 
 
    
   

 
  
   9. Euprotomus aurisdianae (Linnaeus, 1758) 
 10. Harpago chiragra (Linnaeus, 1758) 
 11. Laevistrombus canarium (Linnaeus, 1758) 
 12. Lambis crocata (Link, 1807) 
 13. Lambis lambis (Linnaeus, 1758) 
 14. Lambis scorpius (Linnaeus, 1758) 
 15. Lambis truncata ([Lightfoot], 1786) 
  16. Margistrombus marginatus (Linnaeus,  
       1758) 
     17. Margistrombus succinctus (Linnaeus, 1767) 
     18. Mirabilistrombus listeri (Gray, 1852) 

 
Other species reported from Sri Lanka 
   Gibberulus gibberulus (Linnaeus, 1758) 

  - Kirtisinghe, 1978 
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ROSTELLARIIDAE Gabb, 1868 

   

1. Rostellariella delicatula (G. Nevill, 1881) Delicate tibia 
 [Tibia delicatula (Nevill, 1881)] 

 

 Shell spindle-shaped. Anal canal not extended. Siphonal prolongation aligned to shell axis, short, stout, pointed. Lip margin with 4 
short digitations. Brown in colour with 4 yellowish spiral lines over the body whorl ending in the marginal digitations that are similarly 
coloured. Kirtisinghe, 1978 describes the spiral lines as light blue.  

      100 mm high. 

 The shell in the collection given by Callistus de Almeida, who had obtained it from George de Bruin, said to have been c ollected from 

the Pearl Banks, Gulf of Mannar. 

- Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 94 as Tibia delicatula.  

   

2. Tibia insulaechorab Röding, 1798  Arabian tibia 
 

 Shell spindle-shaped. Anal canal extends upwards over 2 whorls. Siphonal prolongation angled, short, sharply pointed, outer lip 

margin with 6 spines. 

      155 x 50 mm. 

 No specimens in the collection. Image of a shell in the Rodney Jonklaas Collection in the Colombo National Museum is reproduced in 

the plate. 

 This species is protected under the Fauna & Flora Protection Ordinance of Sri Lanka as amended by Acts Nos. 44 of 1964, 1 of 1970, 

49 of 1993 (Schedule IVA) and 22 of 2009 (Schedule VII). It is listed in Schedule VII under the name Tibia insulae. 

- Eisenberg, 1989 50; Oliver, 1989 p.  64. 

   

3. Varicospira cancellata (Lamarck, 1816) Cancellate dwarf tibia 
 [Strombus cancellatus Lamarck, 1816] 

 

 Shells fusiform, tapering stepped spire almost half total shell height. Sides of whorls convex. Base pointed with short siphonal 

prolongation. Anal canal extends upwards over 3 whorls. Sculpture of axial ribs crossed by spiral grooves, most marked in the interspaces. 

     24 x 10, 23 x 9, 16.55 x 7.08 mm (ht x w) 

  Paiyagala, beached near railway station, faded shells; Galle, Unawatuna, <1 m, empty on sand, near-shore rock fringe. 

- Hardy's Shell Guide; Eisenberg, 1989 p. 50; Oliver, 1989 p. 62 as Rimella (Varicospira) cancellata. 

   

 
  

 

SERAPHSIDAE Gray, 1853 

   

1. Terebellum terebellum (Linnaeus, 1758) Common little auger, terebellum conch 
 [Conus terebellum Linnaeus, 1758] 

 

 Shell resembles an olive shell – torpedo-shaped with a short spire and a long aperture. Outer lip not thickened, no stromboid notch. 

The one shell in the collection is white maculated with brown, some patches in oblique spirals. Internet images show a variety of patterns of 

spots and oblique spiral lines.  

      37 mm high. 

 Negombo, 15 m, sand bottom, empty, by diving. 

- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 50; Abbott, 1994 p. 39; Sabelli, 1979 #295. 
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STROMBIDAE Rafinesque, 1815    

1. Canarium erythrinum (Dillwyn, 1817)  

 [Strombus erythrinus Dillwyn, 1817] 

 

 Slender, elongated shell with tall spire. Body whorl slightly inflated with 5 strong tubercles at the shoulder, the series continuing as 

ridges that are obsolete near the inner lip, which is reflected onto the body whorl. Outer lip thickened by a varix-like swelling. Stromboid notch 

bordered by two teeth-like protuberances. Interior of both outer and inner lips lirate. Exterior off-white, blushed with brown on the tubercles 

and the lip that is also edged with dark brown. Inside of lip and columella a rich brown.  

     28.4 x 18 mm (ht x w).  

 Wellawatte, Kinross, 6 m, by diving. 

 

  This shell, collected live in 1986, was listed in the 2010 Checklist as Strombus sp. 1. In 2015, based on images in 

the WoRMS database, it was thought to be Tridentarius dentatus (Linnaeus, 1758), a species listed in Kirtisinghe, 1978 by the 

synonym Canarium dentatus (Linnaeus). A critical re-evaluation (April 2019) by comparing with the many images available on 

the Internet shows that that determination was incorrect and that it is most likely to be C. erythrinum. 

 

2. Canarium klineorum (Abbott, 1960) Kline’s conch 
 [Strombus klineorum Abbott, 1960] 

 

 High spire, three prominent tubercles on shoulder of body whorl. Inside of lip and columella dark. Compare C. mutabile. 

     24 mm, 22.5 mm high. 

   Trincomalee, Kinniya, on sand, 1 m deep. 

 Google images only of collections from Trincomalee. ("by fishermen, low tide, seaweed"). Eisenberg, 1998 gives location as "Sri 

Lanka". NMR has two images, one from Trincomalee and the other from the east coast, Vakarai, Batticaloa (! sic).  

   - Eisenberg, 1989 p. 51; Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 60 as Strombus klineorum.  
 

3. Canarium mutabile (Swainson, 1821) Mutable conch 
 [Strombus mutabilis Swainson, 1821]    

 Colour variable. Short spire, shoulder of body whorl with low tubercles. Inside of lip and columella white, interior light pink.  

       18 mm, 23.8 mm, 28 mm high. 

 Colombo, Bellangala? 5 m deep amongst rocks on sand, empty and alive; Wellawatte, Kinross, inside reef with hermit crab. 

  

- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 52; Oliver, 1989 p. 74; Abbott, 1994 p. 35; Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 60. 

Quite different from C. klineorum, but can be confused with it. Said to be widely distributed in the Indian Ocean, Red 
Sea and New Zealand. 

 

4. Conomurex decorus (Röding, 1798)  Mauritius conch 

  [Strombus decorus (Röding, 1798)] 

 Shell resembles a cone shell with a low spire, but with a slightly flaring lip and the characteristic stromboid notch. Smooth exterior. 
Ground colour white with axial bands of light or dark brown, wavy or straight, broken up into patches showing the ground colour as spiral 

bands. Interior peach, lip and columella white.  
      52 mm, 62 mm, 66 mm high.  

 Mount Lavinia, Bellangala, 3 m, sand amongst rocks; Tangalle, 15 m, rocky bottom; Trincomalee Harbour, 3 m, mud and rock bottom. All 

by diving. 
- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 51; Oliver, 1989 p. 82; Abbott, 1994 p. 38; Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 61. 

   

5. Conomurex luhuanus (Linnaeus, 1758)  
 [Strombus luhuanus Linnaeus, 1758] 

 Shell similar to C. decorus in form and colouring, but with a deep pink-red interior and a dark chocolate-brown stripe on the columella. 

The shells illustrated have pale interiors but both show the chocolate stripe on the columella.  

     52 mm high, unknown provenance, Ananda Thenabadu collection.  

 Reported by Kirtisinghe (1978) and therefore included in the 2012 checklist as Strombus luhuanus, a synonymised name. This 

species is not reported from the western Indian Ocean (Walls,1980: World Register of Marine Species) and is not included in the Indian 

publications such as Apte (1998) The Book of Indian Shells and Subba Rao & Dey (2000) Catalogue of Marine Molluscs of Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands. The photographs available are of specimens in the author’s collection that is of doubtful Sri Lankan provenance. 
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6. Dolomena plicata sibbaldi (Sowerby, 1842) Sibbald’s conch 

 [Lambis plicata Roding, 1798 - original name. Strombus plicatus (Röding, 1798), Dolomena plicata (Roding, 1798) - synonyms] 
Two sub-species: Dolomena plicata sibbaldii (G. B. Sowerby II, 1842) and Dolomena plicata yerburyi (E. A. Smith, 1891) 

 Shell with stubby conical body whorl and tall, narrow stepped spire. Spire whorls axially ribbed, shouldered, body with obsolete ribs 

reduce to a series of rounded shoulder tubercles. Flaring outer lip with thickened margin backed by shallow groove, extending posteriorly 

over penultimate whorl; inner side lirate, inner lip lirate.  

     36.8 x 20.4 mm,  

 Colombo, Vatiya Parai (reef), 30 m, empty, by diving; Paiyagala, P/North railway station beach, empty, beached, faded shell collected 
by Ayesha Hettiarachchi & Eshan Fernando. 

  
- Abbott & Dance, 1982 p. 78; Hardy’s Internet Guide; Oliver, 1989 p. 278. 

     Hardy (April 2013): Dolomena sibbaldi (Sowerby, 1842), 30-40mm, Gulf of Aden - Sri Lanka. 

        

7. Dolomena pulchella (Reeve, 1851)  Pretty conch 

  [Strombus pulchellus Reeve, 1851] 

 
 Shell fusiform with conical body whorl and short stepped spire with rounded whorls axially ribbed. Axial ribs on body as rounded 

shoulder nodules. Outer lip flaring, extending posteriorly to reach penultimate whorl, margin thickened backed by dorsal groove, spiral 

striations. Inner lip lirate, extending to interior. Deep siphonal notch. 

 Differs from Dolomena sibbaldi in proportions of body and spire.  

     45 x 23.7; 36.4 x 19.15; 31.44 x 27.32 mm.  

 Paiyagala, P/N railway station beach, a number of bleached shells collected by Ayesha Hettiarachchi & Eshan Fernando; bleached shell 

beach collected by Enoka Corea. Internet images show a whitish shell with reddish macules. 

- Hardy's Internet Guide; Oliver, 1989 p. 76 as Strombus plicatus pulchellus; Eisenberg, 1989 p. 52. 

  

8. Doxander vittatus (Linnaeus, 1758)  Vittate Conch, Turrid, Riband-marked conch 
 [Strombus vittatus Linnaeus, 1758] 

 

 Resembles D. plicata: tall spire but whorls gently rounded and not shouldered. Edge of lip thickened and turned in, posterior part 

bayed, narrow extension reaches upper part of penultimate whorl. Columella callus, faint lirae anteriorly, "pustulose" posteriorly (Oliver, 

1989).  

      72 mm high. Said to grow to 100 mm (Hardy). 

 Beruwela, faded beach collection with damaged apex 

- Hardy’s Internet Guide, Eisenberg, 1989 p. 52; Abbott, 1994 p. 37; Oliver, 1989 p. 78. 

   

9. Euprotomus aurisdianae (Linnaeus, 1758) Diana’s ear, Imperial conch 
 [Strombus aurisdianae Linnaeus, 1758] 

 Shell thick and heavy. The flaring outer lip much thickened with a pointed posterior prolongation. Anterior siphonal prolongation 

turned up. Sculptured with shoulder nodules and spiral rows of tubercles. Upper side maroon, under side white, interior pink-orange.  

      69 mm high.  

 Kalkudah, beached; Nilaveli and Naotunne Shell shop, purchased. All 63 to 69 mm high. 

 This species is from the Indian Ocean. The very similar Euprotomus bulla is from the West Pacific to Samoa (Oliver, 1989). 

- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 51; Oliver, 1989 p. 80; Abbott, 1994 p. 37; Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 59. 

         

10. Harpago chiragra (Linnaeus, 1758) Chiragra spider conch 
 [Strombus chiragra Linnaeus, 1758] 

 

 Adults with a conical body whorl with spiral rows of nodules, heaviest on the shoulder. Lip flaring, thickened, with  five stout spines; a 

sixth extends from the siphonal prolongation. The spines are arranged all around the shell, three on each side. Upper surface tan with spiral 

rows of maroon macules, the under surface deep maroon-brown, interior of lip pink-red.  

     Up to 240 mm including spines,  

  Mount Lavinia, inshore of Bellangala, 5 m, smooth, silt & turf algae covered rocks. 108 mm juvenile, 220 mm, 240 mm. Some much 

encrusted with calcareous deposits. Batticaloa, Kalmunai, rocky bottom, empty, well-marked juvenile, 75 mm. 

 Juvenile shells have thin lips and resemble cone shells. The spines form at maturity when the shell stops growing. Males are smaller 
than females (Oliver, 1989).   

 This species is protected under the Fauna & Flora Protection Ordinance of Sri Lanka as amended by Acts Nos. 44 of 1964, 1 of 1970, 

49 of 1993 (Schedule IVA) and 22 of 2009 (Schedule VII). It is listed as Lambis chirargra. 

- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 54; Oliver, 1989 p. 86; Abbott p. 39; Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 90. 
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11. Laevistrombus canarium (Linnaeus, 1758) Dog conch 
 [Strombus canarium Linnaeus, 1758]      

 Shell thick, somewhat triangular with greatly thickened, flaring lip and a small, pointed spire. Exterior smooth and glossy with crowded 

axial zig zag lines. 
     58 x 42 mm (ht x w) 

 Jaffna, Mandaitivu, fishing trash, largest shell collected; Trincomalee, Kinniya, 1 m, sand bottom, empty and live shells, by diving, 46 

mm, 44.5 mm, 41.5 mm. 
- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 51; Abbott, 1991 (19940 p. 35; Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 59. 

12. Lambis crocata (Link, 1807) Orange spider conch 
 [Pterocera crocata Link, 1807] 
 

 Similar to L. lambis and L. truncata but with a long and markedly curved siphonal canal spine. The spines slender, tapering. Aperture orange-

red. However, shells with pale interior and gently curved siphonal canal spines are also found. These are difficult to distinguish from L. lambis which 

appear to be the commonest and most widely distributed. 

      Up to 190 x 116.7 including spines.  

 Maggona, Thudawa Bay, fishing trash, 125 x 60 mm overall. Body whorl 51mm.;  
 Batticaloa, Kalkudah, fishing trash, Body whorl 105, 80 mm; tip to tip 180-160 mm. Both siphonal spines broken; Punnaikuda Point, 5 m, empty, 
by diving, 61 mm juvenile. 

- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 54; Oliver, 1989 p. 84; Abbott, 1991 (1994) p. 39; Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 91. 

13. Lambis lambis (Linnaeus, 1758) Common or smooth spider conch 
 [Strombus lambis, Linnaeus, 1758] 

 

“Conspicuous shell, up to 20cm, with coarse transverse ridges, large tubercles, and a heavy lip with seven more or less straight 

fingers of varying length. Exterior colour variable, white-cream with brown or bluish patches, sometimes with thin brown periostracum. 

Interior rich pink, orange or purple.” (Richmond, 1997) 

 

 The commonest of the spider conches in Sri Lanka, with many hundreds being found on fishing trash piles, having been caught up in 
bottom-set nets. All coloured tan with darker patches, the underside pale. The spines slender, short and curved in the males, long and 

straight, the anterior two angled upwards in the females.  
     220 x 80 mm (female) including spines.  

 Jaffna, Mandaitivu; Mannar, Pesalai fisheries harbour landing site, fishing trash. 

- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 54; Abbott, 1991(1994) p. 38; Oliver, 1989 p. 84; Kirtisinghe, 1989 p. 90. 

 This species is protected under the Fauna & Flora Protection Ordinance of Sri Lanka as amended by Acts Nos. 44 of 1964, 1 of 1970, 
49 of 1993 (Schedule IVA) and 22 of 2009 (Schedule VII). 

14. Lambis scorpius (Linnaeus, 1758) Scorpion conch 
 [Strombus scorpiusLinnaeus, 1758] 

 

 Shells with very short, irregularly knobbed spines, the terminal portions of the anterior three lip spines bent towards the apex at a 

sharp angle. The siphonal spine long and curved. The aperture strongly lirate, the lirations purple in colour.  

120 mm including spines; 106 x 49 mm (ht x w) including spines, 52 mm apex to base of siphonal prolongation, spines open.  

 Off Colombo, on smooth, turf algae covered rock, 5 m, by diving; Maggona, fishing trash. 

 Mount Lavinia, inshore of Bellangala, 5 m, smooth, silted, turf algae covered rock, Body whorl 63 mm, tip to tip 120 mm.   
 Maggona, Thudawa Bay, immature specimen with spines open, 105 mm spine-tip to tip, body whorl 52 mm. Also, 160 mm apical 

spine tip to siphonal spine tip. 70 x 46 mm (ht x w excluding spines. Very long siphonal spine.  

 This is probably the subspecies Lambis scorpius indomaris Abbott, 1961 described from the Indian Ocean; L. scorpius being from the 
Ryukyus to N. Australia and to Samoa (Oliver,1989). 

- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 54; Oliver, 1989 p. 88; Abbott, 1989 p. 39; Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 91. 

 15.Lambis truncata ([Lightfoot] 1786)  Giant spider conch 
 [Strombus truncates [Lightfoot] 1786] 

“The largest and heaviest of spider shells, up to 40 cm. Similar to L. lambis but with a more squarish outline. Younger shells creamy 

white; columella and lip usually mauve brown when older.” (Richmond, 1997). 

 

 Shell with a high hump on the dorsum and a truncated spire with all but the last three whorls flattened. Lip quite extensive, the spines 

short. Creamy white.  

310+ mm apical spine (damaged) to siphonal spine. 

 Batticaloa, Kalkudah, fishing trash, 310 mm. Apical spine tip broken, so actually longer. 

- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 54; Oliver, 1989 p. 86; Abbott, 1991 (1994) p. 38, Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 90.   
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16. Margistrombus marginatus (Linnaeus, 1758) Margined conch     
 [Strombus marginatus Linnaeus 1786] 

 Shells medium-small with wide strongly angled, margined shoulders, tapering body whorls and turreted spires. The lip somewhat 

flared with a posterior extension on to the penultimate whorl. Ground colour white with spiral bands of light to dark brown, in some broken 

up into irregular squares by white axial stripes. 

    56.7 x 27.55, 49 x 28.4, 44 x 27.4 mm, 38.7 x 22, 33 x 18.6 mm (ht x w)   

 Jaffna, Mandaitivu, fishing trash; Silavaturai, Doric beach, beached; Kalpitiya, beached, coll. Upali Mallikarachchi. 

- Eisenberg, 1989 p. 52; Oliver, 1989 p. 74; Abbott, 1991 (1994) p. 37; Kirtisinghe, 1978 p. 60 (mis-identified as Dolomena variabilis),  

            Wye, 1989 p. 55. 

17. Margistrombus succinctus (Linnaeus, 1767) 
 [Strombus succinctus Linnaeus, 1767] 

 Shells similar to M. marginatus but with rounded shoulders and a strong tubercle on the dorsal aspect. Shells slender with taller 

spires. Colouring is much lighter than marginatus and without the white axial stripes. 

    47.39 x 25 mm, 42.57 x 20.52; 41.4 x 20 mm (ht x w).   

 Batticaloa, Passikuda, beached; Kayankerni, Thennadi Bay, beached; Trincomalee, Kinniya, 1 m, on sand, by diving. 

 

 M. succinctus was mis-identified in Kirtisinghe, 1978 as Dolomena variabilis, a Pacific Ocean species. M marginatus was also listed, 

as Dolomena marginata. M. marginatus included two sub-species: marginatus and succinctus. These have now been given specific rank in 

MolluscaBase.  

 M. marginatus is a squat shell with a sharply angled, carinate shoulder, short spire and includes dark forms—found 

in Jaffna and on the north-west coast. 

 M. succinctus is a slender shell with sloping shoulders, a dorsal knob on the body whorl and a high spire—found on 
the east coast from Trincomalee to Batticaloa. 

18. Mirabilistrombus listeri (Gray, 1852) Lister’s conch 
 [Strombus listeri Gray, 1852; Strombus mirabilis G. B. Sowerby II, 1870)] 

 A striking shell with a long, slender, turreted spire and a large flaring outer lip with a posterior prolongation. Undersides  pale, the 

upper surface tawny brown with spiral lines of white streaks.  

 122 x 54 mm (ht x w) purchased from a shell shop, said to have originated from India (Andaman Islands). The Jonklaas Collection 

specimen in the Colombo National Museum (Collection code Stro 023) measures 115 x 45 mm. 

 

 This species is protected under the Fauna & Flora Protection Ordinance of Sri Lanka as amended by Acts Nos. 44 of 1964, 1 of 1970, 

49 of 1993 (Schedule IVA) and 22 of 2009 (Schedule VII). It is listed in Schedule VII under the name Strombus listeri. 

 

 The type locality is “Ceylon”, and it appears to be quite rare in this country, hence placing it on the protected list—details are not 

known. Nor is the exact locality of the find known to the writer. The original description was by Gray, 1852, but the original description is not 

documented (MolluscaBase). Sowerby, 1870 has provided a description based on a shell from “Ceylon” and named it S. mirabilis. The 

name has been revised by Kronenberg, 1998 in his paper regarding the systematic position of Strombus listeri. There is only one species in 

the genus Mirabilistrombus listed in MolluscaBase/WoRMS (July, 2020). 

 

 Laxmilatha et al, 2014 have reported the presence of M. listeri off the coast of Visakhapatnam, India. It is not listed in Subba Rao & 

Dey, 2000. Images are available on the Internet of specimens from the Andaman Sea off Thailand, or stated as Bay of Bengal, and even 

“Philippines”. Appears to be a deep-water species brought up in shrimp trawls. 
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