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CONE SHELLS Part 2: Text 

 

 

List of species 

  1. Conus abbas Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 20. Conus litteratus Linnaeus, 1758 

  2. Conus amadis Gmelin 1791 21. Conus lividus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 

  3. Conus araneosus nicobaricus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792   22. Conus miles Linnaeus, 1758   

  4. Conus arenatus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 23. Conus monile Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 

  5. Conus augur [Lightfoot], 1786 24. Conus musicus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 

  6. Conus aulicus Linnaeus, 1758 25. Conus nimbosus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 

  7. Conus betulinus Linnaeus, 1758 26. Conus nussatella Linnaeus, 1758  

  8. Conus biliosus (Röding, 1798 27. Conus omaria Hwass, 1792 

  9. Conus buxeus loroisii Kiener, 1846 28. Conus parvatus Walls, 1979 

10. Conus capitaneus Linnaeus, 1758 29. Conus rattus Hwass, 1792 

11. Conus coronatus Gmelin 1791 30. Conus striatus Linnaeus, 1758 

12. Conus ebraeus Linnaeus, 1758 31. Conus suratensis Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 

13. Conus eximius Reeve, 1849 (?) 32. Conus terebra Born, 1778 

14. Conus figulinus Linnaeus, 1758 33. Conus tessulatus Born, 1778 

15. Conus generalis Linnaeus, 1767 34. Conus textile Linnaeus, 1758 

16. Conus geographus Linnaeus, 1758 35. Conus tulipa Linnaeus, 1758 

17. Conus glans Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 36. Conus vexillum Gmelin, 1791   

18. Conus leopardus (Röding, 1798) 37. Conus virgo Linnaeus, 1758 

19. Conus litoglyphus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 38. Conus zeylanicus Gmelin, 1791 

 

  1. Conasprella eucoronata (G.B. Sowerby II, 1903) 

  2. Conasprella sp. 2 

      

Other species reported from Sri Lanka        

 Conus achatinus Gmelin, 1791 Conus pennaceus Born, 1778 

 Conus catus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Conus pertusus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 

 Conus chaldaeus Röding, 1798 Conus planorbis Born, 1778 

 Conus distans Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Conus pulicarius Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 

 Conus eburneus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Conus varius Linnaeus, 1758 

 Conus mustelinus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Conus zonatus Hwass in Bruguière, 1782 

 Conus natalis Sowerby II, 1858 Conasprella sp.1 

 Conus obscurus Sowerby I, 1833 

 - Kirtisinghe, 1978 

 Conus flavidus Lamarck, 1810 

- Perera & Weerakkody, 2004 

 Note: Conusprella (sic) sowerbyi (Reeve) reported in Kirtisinghe, 1978, p. 106 and listed in the 2010 

checklist as Conus (Conusprella) sowerbyi appears to be a Conasprella species. Conus sowerbii Reeve, 1849 is a 

synonym of Conus praecellens A. Adams, 1855. Images of this species are quite different from the image in 

Kirtisinghe, 1978, pl. 59 under the name ‘Conusprella sowerbyi’. It is listed here as ‘Conasprella sp.1.’ 
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Subclass: Caenogastropoda; Order: Neogastropoda; Superfamily: Conoidea Rafinesque, 1815  

CONIDAE Rafinesque, 1815 

Cone shells 

 
A large family of cone-shaped shells with narrowed bases and wide shoulders, low or flat spires, long, narrow apertures 

that stretch along the whole length of the body whorl and short, wide siphonal canals. They range in size from c 10 mm to over 
200 mm. A thin or thick periostracum usually present, an operculum frequently absent and when present greatly reduced to an 
ovate or linear strip inadequate to seal the apertural opening. Ornamentation reduced to low spiral ridges on the shell anterior, 
nodules on the shoulders or axial riblets and granules in some species, but absent in most. Colour and pattern are extremely 
variable. 
 

Conidae are widely distributed in the tropical and warm seas of the world, most often occupying intertidal and shallow 
sub-littoral zones but also deeper habitats down to 600 m or so. They are dwellers of hard substrates like coral and rocky reefs 
as well as clean or silted sand. They often bury themselves in sand during the day and forage at night. They are active predators, 
most species hunting marine worms, but some preying on other molluscs and even small fish. Prey is immobilised by injecting 
them with neurotoxic venom (nerve poison) using hollow, barbed darts that are fired into the victim. The darts are enlarged 
radular teeth: the radula is the rasping “tongue” used by snails for feeding, as they have no jaws. The venom produced by some 
of the larger cones is extremely toxic and dangerous to humans. The species most dangerous to man are: Conus aulicus, C. 
geographus, C. marmoreus, C. striatus, C. textile and C. tulipa (de Bruyne, 2003). Many cones are collected for human 
consumption by coastal communities, including these highly venomous species; but as the venom is thermo-labile (destroyed by 
heat) they are rendered safe for eating by cooking. 
 

There are hundreds of species of cones, almost all of which are now classified under one genus. The generic names 
under which they have been classified in the past by various authors have been reduced to subgeneric names. These are given in 
the synonymy under the various entries. 

(Poutiers, 1998 p. 618; de Bruyne, 2003) 

 
 The revision of the family Conidae, based on molecular phylogenetic data that is currently used in 
MolluscaBase/WoRMS (Puillandre et al, 2015) places all cone shells in one family, distributed among nine genera (as at August, 
2020). The majority of species are in the genus Conus, a smaller number in Conasprella and fewer in the other 
seven, Californiconus, Kenyonia, Lilliconus, Malagasyconus, Profundiconus, Pseudolilliconus and Pygmaeconus 
(MolluscaBase/WoRMS 2020 - Conidae).    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The species described in this work are listed in the table on page 1 in alphabetical order of the species name. The sub-
generic epithet appears as ‘accepted alternative’ in the list of synonyms in the species description. The images appear in an 
accompanying file—Cone shells Part 1: Plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



G a s t r o p o d  S h e l l s  o f  S r i  L a n k a  i n  C o l o u r  -  P a g e  | 3 

 
 
 
1. Conus abbas Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Abbas Cone 
 [Conus (Cylinder) abbas Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 - accepted, alternative. 

 Cylinder abbas (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792), Conus abbas var. grisea Dautzenberg, 1937 - synonyms] 
 

 Shell conical with low pointed spire and rounded shoulders, sides straight. Smooth and glossy, low spiral threads to anterior  in young 
shells. White, covered in a dense fish scale-like cinnamon coloured network, interspersed by a scattering of white triangles. Two indistinct 
dark bands cross the body. Interior white. 

 Thin translucent periostracum. Siphon banded red/black in one aquarium reared specimen.   

     49 x 26 mm (ht x w). 

  Mount Lavinia, Bellangala rocky islet, amongst rocks; Galle Harbour, 'Pipe Wreck' site, 7 m, empty. 

 Note: Similar to C. textile but shoulders wider and sides straight. Colour more reddish, tent marks smaller and more close-packed. 

 
2. Conus amadis Gmelin 1791 Amadis cone 
 [Conus (Leptoconus) amadis Gmelin, 1791 - accepted, alternative. Leptoconus amadis (Gmelin, 1791) - synonym] 

 
 Shell conical, spire low with protruding sharp apex, shoulders sharply angular, straight-sided, anterior spirally grooved. Creamy-white, 
cinnamon coloured tent marks in axial rows, smudged to form two spiral bands. Thin, translucent, straw-coloured periostracum imparts a 

yellowish tinge.      
     76 x 40 mm (ht x w). 

 Mannar Island, Talvupadu, 2 m, sand bottom off beach, empty, 52 mm light tan, by diving; ?  Kalpitiya  purchased, 75 mm, rich brown; 

Kalpitiya, Anawasala, fishing trash, dark purplish-brown. 

 Note: Colour of markings varies from light to dark, and so does the proportion of ground colour showing through.  
 

3. Conus araneosus nicobaricus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Nicobar Cone 
 [Conus araneosus [Lightfoot], 1786 – original name. Conus (Conus) araneosus [Lightfoot], 1786 - accepted, alternative] 
 

 Shell conical, straight-sided with nodular shoulder and low spire, anterior end spirally grooved. White with cinnamon reticulation 

condensed into two spiral bands. Translucent periostracum, narrow, elliptical operculum.  
     53.5 x 30 mm (ht x w). 

 Wellawatte, lagoon opposite railway station, 3-4 m, sand bottom, live collection by Srilal Perera; Dehiwela, collected by Nimal 

Ratnapala; Mount Lavinia, Bellangala rocky islet, 5 m, sand bottom, empty. All by diving. 
 

4. Conus arenatus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Sand-dusted cone 
  [Conus (Puncticulis) arenatus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 - accepted, alternative. 

  Puncticulis arenatus (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792) - synonym] 
 

 Shell conical, solid, chunky. Spire low with pointed, elevated apex, shoulder nodular, rounded below, sides of body convex. Ground 
colour milky white with two spiral bands of pale brown: a narrow, discontinuous one around the upper body and a wider one around the 

base, the entire surface barring the spire thickly, but unevenly, strewn with cinnamon spots arranged in axial and oblique bands. Interior 
white. Periostracum thin, translucent, yellowish.   
     36 x 21 mm (ht x w). (Reported up to 70 mm.) 

 Wellawatte, 1st reef, 3 m, crab occupied, by diving. 
 

5. Conus augur [Lightfoot], 1786 Auger Cone 
  [Conus (Strategoconus) augur [Lightfoot], 1786 - accepted, alternative. 
 Conus augur Hwass in Bruguière, 1792, Vituliconus augur ([Lightfoot], 1786) - synonyms] 

 

 Shell conical with low pointed spire, angular shoulder, sides gently rounded, nearly straight. Granular spiral threads encircle the 
anterior.  White, spiral rows of fine pin-points and two spiral bands of reddish-cinnamon colour with very irregular borders. Fibrous brown 
periostracum, the operculum elliptical, very small.    

     43 x 21.8 mm (ht x w) operculum 4 mm.  

 Negombo, 14 m, sand bottom, live collected; Dehiwela, Degal Meda (reef), 26 m. empty, on rocks; Dehiwela, near sewage outfall, 15 
m, empty on sand bottom; Colombo, Palagala (reef), 11 m, empty, collected by Praki Thomas. 

 

 6. Conus aulicus Linnaeus, 1758 Court or Princely Cone 
  [Conus (Darioconus) aulicus Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative. Darioconus aulicus (Linnaeus, 1758) – synonym.] 
  

 Shell sub-cylindrical with conical spire, rounded shoulder and rounded, tapering sides. Exterior encircled by spiral threads, more 
prominent anteriorly. Columella concave anteriorly, the aperture wide. White, covered with network of small tent marks and irregular 
macules in chocolate brown colour. Interior pale apricot.  

     118 x 49 mm (ht x w). 

 ? Trincomalee, purchased from beach vendor for Rs. 350/- at Mount Lavinia. 
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7. Conus betulinus Linnaeus, 1758 Beech cone 
 [Conus (Dendroconus) betulinus Linnaeus, 1758 – accepted, alternative. 

 Cleobula betulina (Linnaeus, 1758), Dendroconus betulinus (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonyms] 
 

 Shell cone-shaped with low flattish, apiculate spire, rounded shoulder, straight sides, spirally grooved anterior. White, sparsely spotted 

with rows of distantly placed macules of variable shape (axial bars or rounded spots) forming axial lines. Periostracum translucent, brown, 
adherent. Differs from the similar C. suratensis that is heavily spotted with spiral rows of closely placed dashes forming axial lines. 
      56 x 36 mm (ht x w). 

 Beruwela, fishing trash on beach (prawn nets), empty. 

 

8. Conus biliosus (Röding, 1798 Bilious or little cone 
 [Cucullus biliosus Röding, 1798 - original name. Conus (Splinoconus) biliosus (Röding, 1798) - accepted, alternative. 

 Dendroconus biliosus (Röding, 1798), Splinoconus biliosus (Röding, 1798) - synonyms] 

 

 Three very beach worn shells purchased. Small, cone-shaped, low conical spires, shoulders rounded, sides straight. Although very 

weathered and polished smooth, remnants of sculpture consisting of spiral threads bearing cinnamon-brown spots, some arranged in axial 

rows, seen. Light pinkish-brown with narrow white mid-body spiral band. Anterior dark, shoulder white with purplish-black spots, spire 

spirally banded white/purplish-black. Irregular cinnamon-brown axial streaks.   

      23 x 15 mm (ht x w) 

 Kirinda, purchased, picked out from a basin of many beach-collected shells, very weathered, lip damage, sculpture all but obliterated. 

 

9. Conus buxeus loroisii Kiener, 1846 Grey fig cone 
 [Conus buxeus (Röding, 1798) parent. Conus loroisii Kiener, 1846 (original rank),  

 Dendroconus buxeus loroisii (Kiener, 1846) - accepted, alternative] 

 

 Shell cone-shaped, spire flat, apiculate, rounded shoulder, straight sides, spirally grooved anteriorly. Variable brownish-grey, tending 
more to grey or more to brown, dark cinnamon radial streaks on spire that may or may not extend down body whorl, with a faint creamy 

spiral band 2/3 distance to the anterior.  Thick adherent periostracum, dark brown, fibrous, with spiral bands of compacted hairs.  
     62 x 40.5 mm (ht x w). 

 Mount Lavinia, Bellangala rocky islet, on the rocky bottom; Beruwela, fishing trash on beach. 

 

10. Conus capitaneus Linnaeus, 1758 Captain cone 
 [Conus (Rhizoconus) capitaneus Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative.  

 Rhizoconus capitaneus (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonym] 

 

 Shell conical, spire low, shoulder rounded, sides of body straight. Light brown, white band on shoulder and around mid-body. Spire 

chequered white/reddish-brown spilling over shoulder, similar patterning over body whorl band. Spiral rows of tiny reddish-brown dots and 

axial streaks on body whorl. Interior white.  

     42 x 26.7 mm (ht x w). (Reported up to 65 mm.)   

 Kirinda, purchased beach specimen, damaged and weathered. 

 

11. Conus coronatus Gmelin 1791 Coronate or Crowned cone 
 [Conus (Virroconus) coronatus Gmelin, 1791 - accepted, alternative. Miliariconus coronatus (Gmelin, 1791) - synonym] 

 

 Shell small, squat, conical with low pointed spire. Shoulder angled, with low nodules, sides rounded, encircled by spiral threads that 

are more prominent anteriorly. Bluish-grey ground colour, spire white, a white shoulder band and another below the midline. Brown-red or 

purple-black spots on the spiral threads or a band of coloured blotches around the middle. Small linear operculum.   

    20 x 13 mm (ht x w). Reported to 40 mm (Richmond, 1997 - WoRMS). 

 Mount Lavinia, Bellangala rocky islet, 5 m, under rock; Alutgama, Kaluamodera Estuary Island, tide pool; Tangalle, no collection 

details.  

 

12. Conus ebraeus Linnaeus, 1758 Hebrew cone 
 [Conus (Virroconus) ebraeus Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative. 

 Virroconus ebraeus (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonym] 

 

 Shell conical, small, squat with rounded spire. Sides rounded at first then straight. Smooth with low spiral threads around the anterior. 

White with 3 or 4 spiral rows of blackish macules, the anterior row only partly formed. The macules square, rectangular or obliquely 

rectangular—no two shells are exactly alike. 

   25 x 15.5 mm (ht x w). Reported up to 50 mm (Richmond, 1997 - WoRMS). 

 Beruwela, Barberyn Reef, tide pools on reef flat, live collections.  
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13. Conus eximius Reeve, 1849 (?) Exceptional cone 
 [Conus (Lividoconus) eximius Reeve, 1849 - accepted, alternative. Calamiconus eximius (Reeve, 1849) - synonym] 

 

 Shell solid, bi-conical with high pointed spire, the sides concave, about ¼ total shell length. Shoulder sharply angled, the sides 

straight. Smooth and shiny. Milky white with spiral lines of brown dots.   

      23 x 11 mm (ht x w). 

 Palagala reef, 12 m, empty on bottom. Outer lip damaged, weathered and faded. 

 

14. Conus figulinus Linnaeus, 1758 Fig or Clay cone 
 [Conus (Dendroconus) figulinus Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative. 

 Cleobula figulina (Linnaeus, 1758), Dendroconus figulinus (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonyms] 
 

 Shell cone-shaped with moderate pointed spire, shoulders rounded, sides slightly rounded, spiral grooves at anterior end. Glossy, 

dark brown or light brown encircled by fine dark brown spiral lines. Very small elliptical operculum.  

      65 x 39 mm (ht x w). 

 Dehiwela, Auburnside, 3 m, sand bottom 50 m from the shore, live collected, dark brown, operculum 6 mm; Mount Lavinia, Bellangala 

rocky islet, crab occupied, light brown & empty dark brown; Galle Harbour, “Pipe wreck” site, 6 m, empty, light brown. 

 
15. Conus generalis Linnaeus, 1767 General cone 
 [Conus (Strategoconus) generalis Linnaeus, 1767 - accepted, alternative. Strategoconus generalis (Linnaeus, 1767) - synonym] 

 

 Shell slender and graceful, spire pointed with concave sides. Shoulder angled; sides slightly rounded at first then straight. Glossy, 

milky white tinged with pink below shoulder, base purplish. Two discontinuous spiral bands of brown and a few spiral lines of dots to either 

side of them.   

    40 x 16 mm (ht x w).  Reported up to 90 mm (Richmond, 1997 - WoRMS). 

 No collection data.  

 

16. Conus geographus Linnaeus, 1758 Geography cone 
 [Conus (Gastridium) geographus Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative. 

 Gastridium geographus (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonym] 

 

 “Highly dangerous - live specimens should be handled with extreme caution. Broad, thin shell, up to 15 cm, with wide aperture and 

numerous shoulder ridges or spines. Colour creamy white, with orange or reddish-brown bands or blotches. Aperture bluish-white or pink. 
Habitat: around shallow reefs. Distribution: Indo-Pacific.” (Richmond, 1997 -WoRMS) 

 Shell cylindrical with narrowed base, very low spire, shoulder angled with pointed tubercles. The columella sigmoid, being concave 

anteriorly resulting in a wide aperture. (An adaptation to enable the animal to swallow fish of considerable size.) Glossy, white ground colour 

netted and blotched with reddish-brown in one shell and brown in the other, condensing to form two broad spiral bands. Interior bluish-white. 

     110.2 x 54 mm (ht x w) 

 Purchased from shell shop at Hikkaduwa, 107 mm, for Rs. 800/-; Purchased from beach vendor at Nilaveli, 110.2 mm for Rs. 300/-. 

 

17. Conus glans Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Acorn cone 
 [Conus (Leporiconus) glans Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 - accepted, alternative. 

 Leporiconus glans (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792) - synonym] 

 

 Shell somewhat barrel-shaped, shoulder and spire rounded with apicular apex, the anterior end attenuated. Exterior encircled by fine 

evenly spaced spiral ridges. Colour white (faded) with pale patches of colour.  

 The images in NMR, Hardy and Google images are of light blue/purplish shells, spirally banded in white and brown.  
      18.5 x 8.72 mm (ht x w). 

  Kandakuliya Shallow reef flat E, 5m, crab occupied faded, by diving. 

 

18. Conus leopardus (Röding, 1798) Leopard cone 
 [Cucullus leopardus Röding, 1798 original name. Conus (Lithoconus) leopardus (Röding, 1798) - accepted, alternative. 

 Lithoconus leopardus (Röding, 1798) - synonym] 

 
 Shell large and heavy, conical with angled shoulder bearing low nodules, spire very low, nearly flat. The anterior end squared off. 

Base colour pure white heavily spotted with rows of dark-brown squarish spots aligned in axial rows. Some shells with large areas 

unspotted. Periostracum thick, fibrous, dark brown. Operculum narrow, elliptical, small (26 mm in shell 110 mm). 

 Similar to C. litteratus but differing in the squared off (truncated) anterior end, and absent purple tinge. 

      116 x 67 mm (ht x w). 

 Colombo, Degal Meda (reef), 23 m, empty; Dehiwela, near sewage outfall, 14.5 m, on rocks, one empty, one live collected, by diving. 
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19. Conus litoglyphus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Lithograph or Pebble-carved cone 
 [Conus (Strategoconus) litoglyphus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 – accepted, alternative. 
 Strategoconus litoglyphus (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792) - synonym] 

 
 Shell conical with low spire, shoulder angled, sides straight. Reddish-brown with white shoulder band and one at mid-body broken up 
by patches of ground colour, the anterior end with spiral rows of granules, the extremity purplish.   

      32 x 16 mm (ht x w). 

 Off Colombo, Vatiya Parai (reef), 25 m, by diving. 
 

20. Conus litteratus Linnaeus, 1758 Lettered cone 
 [Conus (Elisaconus) litteratus Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative.  

 Strategoconus litteratus (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonym] 

 

 Shell large and heavy, conical with flat spire and angled shoulder, sides straight, the anterior end pointed. Creamy white with 

yellowish spiral bands, uniformly spotted with spiral rows of small squarish macules aligned in axial rows. The anterior end stained purple. 

The periostracum thin, translucent, light brown. Operculum elliptical, small (14 mm in a shell 70 mm).  

      106 x 64 mm (ht x w). 

 Negombo, shoal, 22 m, on shingle bottom; Off Colombo, Vatiya Parai (reef), 32 m. All by diving. 

 

21. Conus lividus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Livid cone 
 [Conus (Lividoconus) lividus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 - accepted, alternative.  

 Lividoconus lividus (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792) - synonym.] 

 

 Shell conical with low spire and nodular angled shoulder. Yellow-olive colour with a prominent white mid-body spiral band and a white 
shoulder. Anterior end tinged purple, interior purplish with a central white band. Periostracum fibrous, brown, adherent. Operculum small, 
linear.     

     64 x 35.3 mm (ht x w). Colombo specimens to 48 mm with operculum 6 mm. 

 Mount Lavinia - Reef south of Bellangala, 6 m, Bellangala channel, 6 m, Bellangala reef to north, 5 m, Bellangala in-shore, 5 m, all on 
or under small rocks, by diving; Kirinda shell vendor - purchased because of large size (64 mm). 

 

22. Conus miles Linnaeus, 1758 Soldier cone 
 [Conus (Rhizoconus) miles Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative. Rhizoconus miles (Linnaeus,1758) - synonym] 

 

 Shell heavy, conical, spire low rising to a blunt point. Shoulder angled; sides of body whorl almost straight. Externally smooth, the 
anterior half or so encircled by spaced, rounded, oblique spiral threads, becoming stronger and more prominent towards the extremity. 
White covered by thin, wavy light brown axial lines and two brown spiral bands: a narrow one at mid-body or higher, often set within a wider 

light brown band or made up of light and dark bands, and a wide dark brown band that encircles the entire anterior one-third, sometimes 
almost black in colour and often with progressively lighter bands at the upper edge. Interior white, the external colour showing through. 
Periostracum thin, light brown, operculum narrow, elliptical.   

      54 x 31 mm (ht x w).  

 Wellawatte, Kinross 1st reef, seaward slope, 3-4 m, on rock; Dehiwela, reef north of Bellangala; Mount Lavina, Bellangala Channel, 6 
m, on rock, all live collected by diving. 
 

23. Conus monile Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Necklace cone 
 [Conus (Strategoconus) monile Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 - accepted, alternative. 

 Strategoconus monile (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792) - synonym] 

 

 Shell sand worn and faded (?) Minor damage to edge of lip. Conical with straight sides, angular shoulder, spire flat, apiculate. Smooth 
and glossy, low spiral threads anteriorly. Creamy white with broken spiral lines of reddish-brown: four below white shoulder band and two 
near base with a wide white band in the middle crossed by three dotted lines, the centre one heavier. Interior white.  

      46.56 x 21.24 mm (ht x w).  

 Beached, collected by Enoka Corea, locality unrecorded. 
 

24. Conus musicus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Music cone 
 [Conus (Harmoniconus) musicus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 - accepted, alternative. 

 Conus ceylanensis Hwass in Bruguière, 1792, Conus mighelsi Kiener, 1847, Harmoniconus musicus (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792) - 

 synonyms] 

 

 Shell small, conical with nodular angled shoulder and low spire. Granular spiral threads at anterior end. White, with two broad pink-
brown spiral bands crossed by irregular, wavy axial streaks. A row of brown spots in between the shoulder nodules. Anterior extremity and 
interior purplish. The animal pink in colour.    

      21 x 12.4 mm (ht x w). 

 Beruwela, Barberyn reef, intertidal pools on reef flat; Mount Lavinia, reef 1/2 mile south of Bellangala, 5 m, on rocks. All live collected. 
 

 Note: (a) "musicus" is typically white shouldered with dark radial marks, blue body, spiral rows of spots. Conus mighelsi Kiener, 
1847 is with reddish-brown body now accepted as C. musicus. Images of shells appear in the internet, including Hardy's Guide, named "C. 
musicus f. mighelsi", with or without rows of dark spots. "Variable in its markings." (Marsh & Rippingale, 1964) 

  (b) C. ceylanensis - type locality Ceylon (Marsh & Rippingale, 1964). 
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25. Conus nimbosus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Stormy cone 
 [Conus (Phasmoconus) nimbosus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 - accepted, alternative. 

 Nimboconus nimbosus (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792), Rolaniconus nimbosus (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792) synonyms] 

 

 Shell solid, barrel-shaped, tapering to anterior. Spire nearly flat, apiculate, shoulder narrow, rounded, sides rounded. Spire encircled 
by finely granular cords, the body whorl by regularly spaced spiral grooves. Ground colour creamy white, with pale honey clouding and two 
discontinuous spiral bands of dark honey consisting of five axially aligned pairs of squarish blotches. The cords between the spiral grooves 

marked by dots and dashes of cinnamon including a row of dashes on the shoulder. Interior white.  
    38 x 19.51 mm (ht x w). (Reported up to 65 mm.) 

 Wellawatte, Kinross, seaward of the1st reef, 10.6 m, on sand bottom, by diving; Paiyagala beach, P/North railway station, many 

weathered and faded shells beached. Likely to have been deposited with off-shore sand brought in for beach nourishing some years 
previously. Collected by Ayesha Hettiarachchi and Eshan Fernando. 
 

26. Conus nussatella Linnaeus, 1758 Nussatella cone 
 [Conus (Hermes) nussatella Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative. Hermes nussatella (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonym] 

 
 Shell cylindrical with short conical spire and tapering base. Shoulder sloping, sides rounded. Exterior encircled by crowded, finely 

granular threads. Ground colour white irregularly blotched and axially streaked with honey; large and small cinnamon dots in rows are 
thickly scattered upon the spiral threads. Interior white. A thin, translucent tan periostracum gives fresh shells a brownish tint.   
      66 x 24 mm (ht x w) 

 Mount Lavinia, reef, 5 m., weathered empty shell; Purchased at Hikkaduwa, a large shell with lip damage for Rs. 50/-. 
 

27. Conus omaria Hwass, 1792 Omaria cone 
 [Conus (Darioconus) omaria Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 - accepted, alternative.  

 Darioconus omaria (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792) - synonym] 

 
 Shell sub-cylindrical with conical spire, rounded shoulders, tapering body with gently rounded sides. The aperture widens towards the 

anterior. White, overlaid with chocolate-brown network of tent marks and large macules arranged in two spiral rows. Interior white, pale 
orange deep inside, said to be characteristic for species (Eisenberg, 1989).  
      90 x 43.5 mm (ht x w). 

 No location data, purchased from N. V. Jayaweera (Sunil), Hikkaduwa. Rs. 1250/-. 
 

28. Conus parvatus Walls, 1979 Spotted cone 
 [Conus (Harmoniconus) parvatus Walls, 1979 - accepted, alternative, Conus musicus parvatus Walls, 1979 (original rank). 

 Harmoniconus parvatus (Walls, 1979) - synonym] 

 
 Shells small, conical, low somewhat stepped spire, shoulders rounded, sides rounded at first, then straight to tapered base that is 
encircled by about 5 spiral threads. Milky-white spire and upper parts, the lower part of the body whorl suffused with very pale blue, the 

anterior extremity purplish black (seen clearly in the apertural view), overlaid with brown spots arranged in spiral rows or random. 
      17 x 10 mm (ht x w). 

 Beruwela, Barberyn reef, tide pools on reef flat, live collected. 

 

29. Conus rattus Hwass, 1792 Rat cone 
 [Conus (Rhizoconus) rattus Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 - accepted, alternative.  

 Rhizoconus rattus (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792) - synonym.] 

 
 Shell conical with low spire, shoulder rounded, sides rounded at first then straight to narrow base. The base with oblique spiral 
threads. Bluish-white with two purplish-brown bands on body whorl that are crossed by numerous spiral rows of white dashes. Interior 

purplish. Periostracum slightly hairy, thin and translucent. Operculum small, elliptical.    
     24 x 14 mm (ht x w, operculum 6.5 mm). 

 Dehiwela, off Auburnside, inner edge of reef north of Godagala, 2-3 m, on rock; Mount Lavinia, Bellangala, 3 m, on rock amongst 

algae; Beruwela, Barberyn Reef, tide pool on reef flat. 
 

 30. Conus striatus Linnaeus, 1758 Striate cone 
 [Conus (Pionoconus) striatus (Linnaeus, 1758) - accepted, alternative. 

 Pionoconus striatus (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonym] 

 
 Shell moderately large, sub-cylindrical with low, pointed spire, rounded shoulder, sides rounded, aperture wide anteriorly. Creamy-
white tinged with pink, with two interrupted purplish-black spiral bands and streaked with variable straight or wavy axial lines, sometimes 

forming a network.   
      90 x 43.6 mm (ht x w). 

 Mount Lavinia, Bellangala rocky islet, submerged rocks, empty; Mount Lavinia, 1/4 mile seaward of Bellangala, 10 m, empty on sand 

at edge of rocks; Colombo, Vatiya Parai (reef) 25 m, crab occupied; Tangalle, Tangalle rocks, 15 m, crab occupied; Kalkudah, beached 
empty shell with damaged outer lip, the largest, collected by Athula Hettiarachchi. 
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31. Conus suratensis Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 Surat cone 
 [Conus (Dendroconus) suratensis Hwass in Bruguière, 1792 - accepted, alternative. 

 Dendroconus suratensis (Hwass in Bruguière, 1792) - synonym] 

 

 Shell solid, conical, with flat spire and rounded shoulders, sides straight, spirally grooved anteriorly. Milky-white, heavily spotted with 

rows of closely placed dashes forming axial lines. (Resembles C. betulinus that has rows of distantly placed axial bars or spots forming axial 

rows.)     

      66 x 42 mm (ht x w).  

 Mount Lavinia, Bellangala rocky islet, 5 m, submerged rocks, crab occupied. 

 

32. Conus terebra Born, 1778 Terebra cone 
 [Conus (Virgiconus) terebra Born, 1778 - accepted, alternative. 

 Virgiconus terebra (Born, 1778) - synonym] 

 
 Shell an elongated cone with moderate conical spire, rounded shoulder and straight-sided body whorl with a sharply narrowed base. 

Exterior encircled by spiral threads interspersed with crowded lines. Ground colour pale biscuit with two narrow creamy-white spiral bands: 
one at the shoulder and one at about mid-body. Interior white. Periostracum brown, smooth with axial wrinkles, all but hides the spiral 
threads. Operculum small, claw-shaped (6 mm in shell of length 32 mm).   

     70 x 28 mm; 67 x 30 mm (ht x w). 

 Wellawatte, Kinross reef, crab occupied; Mount Lavinia, reef south of Bellangala rocky islet, crab occupied; Mount Lavinia, Bellangala 
rocky islet, 6 m, submerged rocks, live collection of two small shells, by diving. 

 

33. Conus tessulatus Born, 1778 Tessellate cone 
 [Conus (Tesselliconus) tessulatus Born, 1778 - accepted, alternative. 

 Lithoconus tessulatus (Born, 1778), Tesselliconus tessulatus (Born, 1778) - synonyms] 

 
 Shell conical, thick and solid. Spire nearly flat, apiculate, shoulder rounded, sides of body nearly straight, slightly concave at about the 

middle giving a waisted shape. Externally smooth but for some rough spiral grooves anteriorly. Ground colour white, encircled by spiral rows 

of orange squares and rectangles grouped into two denser bands.    

     37 x 22 mm (ht x w). (Reported up to 65 mm)  

 Kalkudah, beached shell, lip damaged.  Collected by Athula Hettiarachchi. 

  No record of periostracum and operculum as there is only a single beach specimen in the collection. 

  This species has been reported as one of the venomous cones capable of inflicting a potentially fatal injury on humans. 

 

34. Conus textile Linnaeus, 1758 Textile cone 
 [Conus (Cylinder) textile Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative. Cylinder textile (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonym] 

 
 Shell conical, spire low in mature shells higher in juveniles, shoulders rounded, becoming heavier with age, sides rounded tapering to 
base, aperture wide at extremity. White, covered overall with a network of chestnut or tan tent marks and two wide bands of solid colour in 

discontinuous blotches. Interior white.    
      97 x 50 mm (ht x w). 

 Mount Lavinia, outer edge of 1st reef, 8 m, empty (chestnut); Colombo, Palagala (reef), 11 m, (tan); Tangalle, Tangalle rocks, 15 m, 
crab occupied (tan); two specimens with no find data (one crab occupied), one the largest but much flawed, both chestnut. All by diving. 

 
 C. textile and C. abbas are very similar. C. abbas has straighter sides and a lower spire, the tent marks being smaller and more 
 crowded. Smaller C. textile shells slender and graceful, larger old shells have swollen bodies with heavy shoulders, the spires 

 relatively shorter. 
 

35. Conus tulipa Linnaeus, 1758 Tulip cone 
 [Conus (Gastridium) tulipa Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative. Gastridium tulipa (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonym] 

 
 This species is included in the checklist of Sri Lanka gastropods on the basis of the specimen in Cedric Martenstyn's collection. The 

photograph was made in 1991—no collection details or dimensions are on record. This species is not represented in Kirtisinghe, 1978 and 
was not included in the 2012 checklist. It resembles C. geographus in its sub-cylindrical shape and wide aperture (it is a fish-eater with 
potent venom and potentially dangerous to man). The colouring is reddish with blue-grey shades. 

 

36. Conus vexillum Gmelin, 1791 Vexillum or Flag cone 
 [Conus (Rhizoconus) vexillum Gmelin, 1791 and Conus (Rhizoconus) paulkersteni Thach, 2017 - accepted, alternatives. 

 Rhizoconus vexillum (Gmelin, 1791) - synonym] 
 
 Shell heavy, conical with low spire, shoulder wide and rounded, sides straight. Exterior smooth with a spirally grooved anterior. Brown 

with white bands encircling the mid-body and the shoulder, obscured by fine axial streaks of body colour. Shoulder band broken up into 
indistinct blotches on body whorl but remain as distinct chocolate and white checks on the spire.   
      85 x 60 mm (ht x w). 

 No specimen in the collection, only a photograph of a (purchased) shell in the Navodith Fernando collection. Said to grow up to 180 
mm in the Indian Ocean and the Pacific with variable shape and markings. It is recorded in Kirtisinghe, 1978. 
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37. Conus virgo Linnaeus, 1758 Virgin cone 
 [Conus (Virgiconus) virgo Linnaeus, 1758 - accepted, alternative. 

 Virgiconus virgo (Linnaeus, 1758) - synonym] 

 
 Shell large and heavy, conical with low pointed spire, shoulder angled, sides slightly rounded below shoulder straight thereafter 

tapering to narrow base. Chalky white or yellowish with purplish base underneath a very thick, adherent brown periostracum that is difficult 
to remove completely. No operculum.   
      122 x 65 mm (ht x w). 

 Colombo, Vatiya Parai (reef), 30 m, in a sand pocket on the reef; Colombo, Degal Meda (reef) reef, 24 m, on sand near rocks. All by 
diving 
 

38. Conus zeylanicus Gmelin, 1791 Obese cone 
 [Conus (Puncticulis) zeylanicus Gmelin, 1791 - accepted, alternative. 

 Conus ceylonicus Reeve, 1849, Conus ceylonicus G. B. Sowerby II, 1857, Puncticulis zeylanicus (Gmelin, 1791) - synonym] 

 

 Shell smallish, chunky, conical, spire low with pointed, elevated apex, nodular shoulder slightly rounded, sides rounded. Exterior 
smooth and glossy, a few grooves around base. White, variably marked with cinnamon speckles, blotches, clouding and wavy axial 
hairlines. The markings fine and evenly distributed; or with additional heavy blotches arranged in two bands and a third at t he shoulder. 

Many with the cinnamon clouding lacking along a band below the midline and in scattered patches here and there revealing the underlying 
white. Interior white. Periostracum thin, yellowish-brown.    
     31 x 17 mm (ht x w). (Reported up to 50mm) 

 Negombo, 15 m, on sand; Wellawatte, Kinross, seaward of 1st reef, 10 m, sand; Dehiwela, inshore of Diyambingala, 13 m, burrowing 
in sand. 
  

 Note: This is an Indian Ocean and Bay of Bengal species. The type locality is unknown - Marsh and Rippingale, 1964. 

 

39. Conasprella eucoronata (G.B. Sowerby III, 1903) Flat-ridge cone 
 [Conus eucoronatus G. B. Sowerby III, 1903 – original name.  

 Conasprella (Conasprella) eucoronata (G. B. Sowerby III, 1903) - accepted, alternative.  

 Conasprella albobrunnea Bozzetti, 2017 - synonym] 

 
 Small shell, very weathered and bleached, outer lip damaged. Sculpture barely discernible.  Shell biconical with angled, nodular 
shoulder, tall spire about one-third total length. Spire stepped; shoulder nodules prominent. Body whorl encircled by crowded spirals, with 

narrower interspaces crossed by axial threads.   
      14.4 x 7.15 mm. 

 Maggona, Thudawa Bay, Small Boat Fishery Harbour, fishing trash.  

 

39. Conasprella sp. 2  
 

 Shell thin and light, biconical. The spire nearly half total length, stepped, rising to a point, the early shoulder ridges far apart. Suture 
simple, the sub-sutural slope concave.  Shoulder very wide, angled, in the form of a thick rim that is beset with low nodules. Sides of body 
whorl concave tapering to very narrow base (the outer lip damaged). Two low ridges below the shoulder. Crowded spiral grooves encircle 

the whole shell, the intervening space raised into rounded ridges. White with axial rows of brownish dots.  
      21 x 12 mm (ht x w). 

 Wellawatte, Kinross 1st reef, 3 m, crab occupied in sea urchin (Stomopneustes variolaris) burrow. 
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